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Z 311821Z JAN 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK FLASH 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE FLASH 
AMEMBASSY BONN FLASH 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS FLASH 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA FLASH 
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AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE FLASH 
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AMEMBASSY JAKARTA FLASH 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR FLASH 
AMEMBASSY LONDON FLASH 
AMEMBASSY MANILA FLASH 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW FLASH 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI FLASH 
AMEMBASSY OSLO FLASH 
AMEMBASSY PARIS FLASH 
USLO PEKING FLASH 
AMEMBASSY ROME FLASH 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE FLASH 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM FLASH 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO FLASH 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK FLASH 
AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE FLASH 
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TAGS: 


SUBJECT: INDICTMENT FOR ESPIONAGE AND COMPROMISE OF 
DOCUMENTS 

1 . FSIO RONALD HUMPHREY, ASSIGNED TO USIA WASHINGTON, 

AND TRUONG DINH HUNG, A VIETNAMESE CITIZEN RESIDING IN 
WASHINGTON, WERE ARRESTED ON JANUARY 31 IN WASHINGTON 
AND CHARGED WITH ESPIONAGE, CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT ESPIONAGE, 
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND FAILURE TO REGISTER AS 

AN AGENT OF A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT. THE INDICTMENT CHARGES 
HUMPHREY WITH WILLFULLY PROVIDING HUNG CLASSIFIED DEPART- 
MENT OF STATE TELEGRAMS AND AIRGRAMS DURING THE PERIOD 
APRIL 1977 TO AUGUST 1977. WE HAVE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED 
94 STATE DEPARTMENT TELEGRAMS AND 9 STATE DEPARTMENT 
AIRGRAMS PROVIDED THE VIETNAMESE BY HUMPHREY. THE 
TELEGRAMS PRIMARILY CONCERNED VIETNAMESE ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL MATTERS, BUT THERE ARE ALSO A FEW TELEGRAMS 
REPORTING ON THAI/LAO RELATIONS, PRC INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

AND OTHER ASIAN MATTERS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO HANOI. 

2. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAS LISTED IN THE INDICTMENT 
24 TELEGRAMS AND 1 AIRGRAM FROM THE COMPROMISED STATE 
DEPARTMENT DOCUMENTS. IF HUMPHREY AND/OR HUNG ENTER 
PLEAS OF "NOT GUILTY" AND THE GOVERNMENT GOES TO TRIAL 
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ON THE INDICTMENT, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ALL OF THE 
COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS (I.E. NOT JUST THOSE SPECIFIED 
IN INDICTMENT) WILL HAVE TO BE ENTERED INTO EVIDENCE. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WILL DO ITS BEST TO WORK 
WITH THE COURT TO INSURE THE DOCUMENTS REMAIN AS 
PROTECTED AS POSSIBLE, BUT THERE REMAINS THE VERY 
REAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE SUBSTANCE, AND EVEN TEXTS, 

OF SOME OR ALL OF THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS WILL 
BECOME AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND SUBJECT TO NEWS 
MEDIA COMMENT AND ANALYSIS. EVEN IF THEY DO NOT, WE 
CAN OBVIOUSLY EXPECT CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC COMMENT AND 
MEDIA REPORTING. 

3. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PLANS TO MAKE A PRESS RELEASE 
AT THIS DATE. THE TEXT OF THAT RELEASE WILL BE REPEATED 
SEPARATELY. NEITHER JUSTICE, USIA NOR STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN WILL COMMENT ON ANY QUESTIONS DIRECTLY RELATED 
TO THE CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. BOTH STATE AND USIA OFFI- 
CIALS HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED NOT TO TALK TO PRESS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. EMBASSIES SHOULD NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON ANY 
ASPECT OF THIS MATTER. IF ESSENTIAL, QUESTIONS CAN 

BE REFERRED TO WASHINGTON. 
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4. CONTAINED IN THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING 
THE TELEGRAMS SPECIFIED IN THE INDICTMENT, ARE REPORTS 

OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN US 
DIPLOMATS AND FOREIGN OFFICIALS, BUSINESSMEN AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. THESE 
CONVERSATIONS RELATE PRIMARILY TO OBSERVATIONS BY OTHERS 
ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM, ON 
VIETNAMESE POLICY AND ON THE POLICIES OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TOWARD VIETNAM, AND ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES. THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS ORIGINATED 
WITHIN A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT US EMBASSIES, PRIMARILY 
ASIAN BUT ALSO SOME EUROPEAN CAPITALS. OBVIOUSLY, 

THE DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSATIONS TO THE SRV AS 
SECRET 
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A RESULT OF ACTIONS BY HUMPHREY AND HUNG IS A COMPLI- 
CATING FACTOR FOR THOSE GOVERNMENTS WHOSE OFFICIALS ARE 
CITED. OBVIOUSLY, PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSA- 
TIONS, WITH IDENTIFICATION OF THE OFFICIALS CONCERNED, 

WOULD PRODUCE ADDITIONAL COMPLICATIONS. AS NOTED 
ABOVE, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WORKING CLOSELY WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WILL DO ITS BEST TO INSURE 
THAT THE DOCUMENTS, AND PARTICULARLY THE SOURCES, 

REMAIN AS CONFIDENTIAL AS POSSIBLE. 

5. AT PRESENT, THIS MESSAGE IS FYI ONLY. YOU SHOULD NOT 
INITIATE CONTACT WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OR OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
OFFICIALS ON THIS SUBJECT UNTIL YOU HAVE FURTHER INSTRUC- 
TIONS. INSTRUCTIONS WITH ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE 

INDICTMENT AND THE TELEGRAMS CITED THEREIN WILL BE TRANS- 
MITTED SEPARATELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. VANCE 
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INFO AMEMBASSY VALLETTA IMMEDIATE 5204 

SECRET STATE 025251 

EXDIS FOR AMBASSADOR YOUNG FROM UNA 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 25251 SENT ACTION BANGKOK, BELGRADE, BONN, 

BRUSSELS, CANBERRA, CAIRO, THE HAGUE, HELSINKI, HONG KONG, 

JAKARTA, KUALA LUMPUR, LONDON, MANILA, MOSCOW, NEW DELHI, 

OSLO, PARIS, PEKING, ROME, SINGAPORE, STOCKHOLM, TOKYO, USUN 
NEW YORK, VIENTIANE 31 JIN 78 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 02525 1 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 


TAGS: 


SUBJECT: INDICTMENT FOR ESPIONAGE AND COMPROMISE OF 
DOCUMENTS 

1 . FSIO RONALD HUMPHREY, ASSIGNED TO USIA WASHINGTON, 

AND TRUONG DINH HUNG, A VIETNAMESE CITIZEN RESIDING IN 
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WASHINGTON, WERE ARRESTED ON JANUARY 31 IN WASHINGTON 
AND CHARGED WITH ESPIONAGE, CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT ESPIONAGE, 
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND FAILURE TO REGISTER AS 
AN AGENT OF A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT. THE INDICTMENT CHARGES 
HUMPHREY WITH WILLFULLY PROVIDING HUNG CLASSIFIED DEART 
MENT OF STATE TELEGRAMS AND AIRGRAMS DURING THE PERIOD 
APRIL 1977 TO AUGUST 1977. WE HAVE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED 
94 STATE DEPARTMENT TELEGRAMS AND 9 STATE DEPARTMENT 
AIRGRAMS PROVIDED THE VIETNAMESE BY HUMPHREY. THE 
TELEGRAMS PRIMARILY CONCERNED VIETNAMESE ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL MATTERS, BUT THERE ARE ALSO A FEW TELEGRAMS 
REPORTING ON THAI/LAO RELATIONS, PRC INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

AND OTHER ASIAN MATTERS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO HANOI. 

2. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAS LISTED IN THE INDICTMENT 

24 TELEGMAMS AND 1 AIRGRAM FROM THE COMPROMISED STATE 
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DEPARTMENT DOCUMENTS. IF HUMPHREY AND/OR HUNG ENTER 
PLEAS OF "NOT GUILTY" AND THE GOVERNMENT GOES TO TRIAL 

ON THE INDICTMENT, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ALL OF THE 
COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS (I.E. NOT JUST THOSE SPECIFIED 
IN INDICTMENT) WILL HAVE TO BE ENTERED INTO EVIDENCE. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WILL DO ITS BEST TO WORK 
WITH THE COURT TO INSURE THE DOCUMENTS REMAIN AS 
PROTECTED AS POSSIBLE, BUT THERE REMAINS THE VERY 
REAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE SUBSTANCE, AND EVEN TEXTS, 

OF SOME OR ALL OF THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS WILL 
BECOME AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND SUBJECT TO NEWS 
MEDIA COMMENT AND ANALYSIS. EVEN IF THEY DO NOT, WE 
CAN OBVIOUSLY EXPECT CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC COMMENT AND 
MEDIA REPORTING. 

3. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PLANS TO MAKE A PRESS RELEASE 
SECRET 
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AT THIS DATE. THE TEXT OF THAT RELEASE WILL BE REPEATED 
SEPARATELY. NEITHER JUSTICE, USIA NOR STATE DEPARTMENT 

SPOKESMAN WILL COMMENT ON ANY QUESTIONS DIRECTLY RELATED 
TO THE CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. BOTH STATE AND USIA OFFI- 
CIALS HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED NOT TO TALK TO PRESS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. EMBASSIES SHOULD NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON ANY 
ASPECT OF THIS MATTER. IF ESSENTIAL, QUESTIONS CAN 
BE REFERRED TO WASHINGTON. 

4. CONTAINED IN THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING 
THE TELEGRAMS SPECIFIED IN THE INDICTMENT, ARE REPORTS 

OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN US 
DIPLOMATS AND FOREIGN OFFICIALS, BUSINESSMEN AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. THESE 
CONVERSATIONS RELATE PRIMARILY TO OBSERVATIONS BY OTHERS 
ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM, ON 
VIETNAMESE POLICY AND ON THE POLICIES OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TOWARD VIETNAM, AND ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES. THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS ORIGINATED 
WITHCN A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT US EMBASSIES, PRIMARILY 
ASIAN BUT ALSO SOME EUROPEAN CAPITALS. OBVIOUSLY, 

THE DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSATIONS TO THE SRV AS 
A RESULT OF ACTIONS BY HUMPHREY AND HUNG IS A COMPLI- 
CATING FACTOR FOR THOSE GOVERNMENTS WHOSE OFFICIALS ARE 
CITED. OBVIOUSLY, PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSA- 
TIONS, WITH IDENTIFICATION OF THE OFFICIALS CONCERNED, 

WOULD PRODUCE ADDITIONAL COMPLICATIONS. AS NOTED 
ABOVE, THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WORKING CLOSELY WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WILL DO ITS BEST TO INSURE 
THAT THE DOCUMENTS, AND PARTICULARLY THE SOURCES, 
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REMAIN AS CONFIDENTIAL AS POSSIBLE. 

5. AT PRESENT, THIS MESSAGE IS FYI ONLY. YOU SHOULD NOT 
INITIATE CONTACT WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OR OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
OFFICIALS ON THIS SUBJECT UNTIL YOU HAVE FURTHER INSTRUC- 
SECRET 
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TIONS. INSTRUCTIONS WITH ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE 

INDICTMENT AND THE TELEGRAMS CITED THEREIN WILL BE TRANS- 
MITTED SEPARATELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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STOCKHOLM TOKYO USUN NEW YORK VIENTIANE FROM SECSTATE 
DTD 31 JAN 1978 QTE 

SECRET STATE 025251 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


EXDIS 
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TAGS: 


SUBJECT: INDICTMENT FOR ESPIONAGE AND COMPROMISE OF 
DOCUMENTS 

1 . FSIO RONALD HUMPHREY, ASSIGNED TO USIA WASHINGTON, 

AND TRUONG DINH HUNG, A VIETNAMESE CITIZEN RESIDING IN 
WASHINGTON, WERE ARRESTED ON JANUARY 31 IN WASHINGTON 
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AND CHARGED WITH ESPIONAGE, CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT ESPIONAGE, 
THEFT OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AND FAILURE TO REGISTER AS 
AN AGENT OF A FOREIGN GOVERNMENT. THE INDICTMENT CHARGES 
HUMPHREY WITH WILLFULLY PROVIDING HUNG CLASSIFIED DEPART 
MENT OF STATE TELEGRAMS AND AIRGRAMS DURING THE PERIOD 
APRIL 1977 TO AUGUST 1977. WE HAVE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED 
94 STATE DEPARTMENT TELEGRAMS AND 9 STATE DEPARTMENT 
AIRGRAMS PROVIDED THE VIETNAMESE BY HUMPHREY. THE 
TELEGRAMS PRIMARILY CONCERNED VIETNAMESE ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL MATTERS, BUT THERE ARE ALSO A FEW TELEGRAMS 
REPORTING ON THAI/LAO RELATIONS, PRC INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

AND OTHER ASIAN MATTERS OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO HANOI. 

2. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT HAS LISTED IN THE INDICTMENT 
24 TELEGRAMS AND 1 AIRGRAM FROM THE COMPROMISED STATE 
DEPARTMENT DOCUMENTS. IF HUMPHREY AND/OR HUNG ENTER 
PLEAS OF "NOT GUILTY" AND THE GOVERNMENT GOES TO TRIAL 

ON THE INDICTMENT, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ALL OF THE 
COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS (I.E. NOT JUST THOSE SPECIFIED 
IN INDICTMENT) WILL HAVE TO BE ENTERED INTO EVIDENCE. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WILL DO ITS BEST TO WORK 
WITH THE COURT TO INSURE THE DOCUMENTS REMAIN AS 
PROTECTED AS POSSIBLE, BUT THERE REMAINS THE VERY 
REAL POSSIBILITY THAT THE SUBSTANCE, AND EVEN TEXTS, 

OF SOME OR ALL OF THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS WILL 
BECOME AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC AND SUBJECT TO NEWS 
MEDIA COMMENT AND ANALYSIS. EVEN IF THEY DO NOT, WE 
CAN OBVIOUSLY EXPECT CONSIDERABLE PUBLIC COMMENT AND 
MEDIA REPORTING. 

3. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT PLANS TO MAKE A PRESS RELEASE 
AT THIS DATE. THE TEXT OF THAT RELEASE WILL BE REPEATED 

SECRET 
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SEPARATELY. NEITHER JUSTICE, USIA NOR STATE DEPARTMENT 
SPOKESMAN WILL COMMENT ON ANY QUESTIONS DIRECTLY RELATED 
TO THE CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. BOTH STATE AND USIA OFFI- 
CIALS HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED NOT TO TALK TO PRESS ON THIS 
SUBJECT. EMBASSIES SHOULD NOT RPT NOT COMMENT ON ANY 
ASPECT OF THIS MATTER. IF ESSENTIAL, QUESTIONS CAN 
BE REFERRED TO WASHINGTON. 

4. CONTAINED IN THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING 
THE TELEGRAMS SPECIFIED IN THE INDICTMENT, ARE REPORTS 

OF SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN US 
DIPLOMATS AND FOREIGN OFFICIALS, BUSINESSMEN AND 
REPRESENTATIVES OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. THESE 
CONVERSATIONS RELATE PRIMARILY TO OBSERVATIONS BY OTHERS 
ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE SITUATION IN VIETNAM. ON 
VIETNAMESE POLICY AND ON THE POLICIES OF OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
TOWARD VIETNAM, AND ON THE RELATIONS BETWEEN VIETNAM AND 
OTHER COUNTRIES. THE COMPROMISED DOCUMENTS ORIGINATED 
WITHIN A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT US EMBASSIES, PRIMARILY 
ASIAN BUT ALSO SOME EUROPEAN CAPITALS. OBVIOUSLY, 

THE DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSATIONS TO THE SRV AS 
A RESULT OF ACTIONS BY HUMPHREY AND HUNG IS A COMPLI- 
CATING FACTOR FOR THOSE GOVERNMENTS WHOSE OFFICIALS ARE 
CITED. OBVIOUSLY, PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF THESE CONVERSA- 
TIONS. WITH IDENTIFICATION OF THE OFFICIALS CONCERNED, 

WOULD PRODUCE ADDITIONAL COMPLICATIONS. AS NOTED 
ABOVE. THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WORKING CLOSELY WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WILL DO ITS BEST TO INSURE 
THAT THE DOCUMENTS, AND PARTICULARLY THE SOURCES, 

REMAIN AS CONFIDENTIAL AS POSSIBLE. 

5. AT PRESENT, THIS MESSAGE IS FYI ONLY. YOU SHOULD NOT 
INITIATE CONTACT WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OR OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
OFFICIALS ON THIS SUBJECT UNTIL YOU HAVE FURTHER INSTRUC- 
TIONS. INSTRUCTIONS WITH ADDITIONAL DETAILS ON THE 

SECRET 

SECRET 
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INDICTMENT AND THE TELEGRAMS CITED THEREIN WILL BE TRANS- 
MITTED SEPARATELY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. VANCE UNQTE VANCE 
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